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Office of: LAGUNA, NEW MEXICO 67026 (505) 243-7616
The Governor (505) 552-6654
The Seoretary (505) 552-6655
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Confidential Claim Retracted
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Date: (ﬁ/ 2 / >

November 18, 1983

THROUGH Roland E. Johnson, Superintendent
Laguna Agency

Mr. Ken Smith o i, 2 L5
Assistant Secretary for lg d1an Affairs £ L3
Department of Interior
1951 Constitution AyewWdey
Washington, D.C. 0240

Dear Mr. Smith

Mr. Ron Soligdn Sqd~Mpx2RO3ant Avﬁﬁson recently Tt with re-
presentativ¥§ thaBTA7ATbyguarqueAnea 0ffice-Bffice of
Rights Protectiv and : 'v:tn_ . ¥~fask Foyte Leader
concerning the J3 ' mpact State-
ment. It was a—toord e-various
reclamation issues were disy n hydrology issue is
becoming more complex bec@iise: Lhe onflicting opinions on
the groundwater recovery 1@ve 'e-groundwater recovery
level will dictate the lev b ck 111 that will go into

the pits and the need for a io drainage structures.
Messrs. Pete Balleau apgd e Muv hy of your Albuquerque
Area Office have suggested a solu Son to the potential pond-

ing and leaching problems in the pits. It appears that his
proposed solution will be incorporated into the Task Force
Alternative.

"We also discussed the Pueblo's position concerning the blast
damage to homes in the V1]1age of Paguate. The Pueblo sug-
gests that the Department's agencies combine their efforts
and resources in addressing our concern. While a report has
recently beeh prepared by the Bureau of Mines on this subject,
it is our opinion that the study does not address the seismic
aspect of the same prob]em Anaconda previously provided its
opinion on this issue via a report from one of their consul-
tants, Mr. Louis Oriard. We requested a technical review
from Mr. Dick Bornemann of your Energy & Minerals Office in
Golden, Colorado, and he subsequently advised us that the
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criteria used by Mr. Oriard in arriving at his conclusions may
not have been directly applicable. We have since contacted
Mr. Ken King, a seismic specialist with the U.S. Geological
survey, who is working on the Chaco Canyon project. He is
willing to participate in the further study of this issue if

a proper directive is given and funds are made available. The
Pueblo does not have enough information to formulate a posi-
tion on this issue; therefore, we would appreciate the avail-
ability of Mr. King's expertise. We request that you seek the
identification of funds allocated to the Task Force for such
technical studies and that such funds be earmarked for a
vibrations (seismic) study of the blast damage issue. We sug-
gest that the Area Director, Mr. Vincent Little work with the
BLM State Director, Mr. Charles Luscher in the identification
of resources so that this problem can be adequately addressed
in the proper exercise of the Department's trust responsibility.
We appreciate your previous attention to this reclamation pro-
blem.

Sincerely,
PUEBLO OF LAGUNA
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Edwin M. Martinez

Governor
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